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Education

2001- present

Ph.D. candidate Ecology and Evolutionary Biology

University of Illinois. Dr. James W. Dalling, advisor.
2002
OTS course in Costa Rica: “Tropical Plant Systematics”.
1998-2001 
M.Sc. degree (with honors) in Biological Science, University of Puerto Rico. Dr. James D. Ackerman, advisor.

1997 OTS course in Costa Rica: “Ecología Tropical y Conservación”.

1991-1995

B.S. in Biology (with honors), University of Panama

1993 University of Panama and STRI course in field methodology 

Research experience

January 2005-to present

Identification of clonal aggregations of Piper species from BCI using AFLP markers. 
December 2002-August 2003

Breeding system, regeneration mode and habitat affiliation of the most common species of Piper on BCI, Panama.

May 1999-December 2001
Puerto Rico. Breeding system, flowering phenology and nutrient limitation in a Cloud Montane forest Bromeliad (Werauhia sintenisii). Master Thesis. 

May 2000


Elba Island (Tuscany Italy). Study on the rate of reproduction in the communal bee Andrena agilissima (Hymenoptera).

January-November 2000

Puerto Rico, Mona and Culebra Island. Status survey of marine turtles at Puerto Rico and its adjacent islands. Volunteer in a project sponsored by the U.S. National Marine Fisheries Service.
April 1997-May 1998

Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute. Barro Colorado Island.

Characterization of hydraulic properties of 8 species of Psychotria. RA to Drs. Robert W. Pearcy and Joseph Wright.

March 1997




La Selva Biological station (Costa Rica).

Visitation patterns of robbers and pollinators and their effect on pollen deposition in Hamelia patens. 
October-December 1996




Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute. Barro Colorado Island.
Isolation and analyses of DNA from Phytophtora found in Anacardium’s dead seedlings. RA to Dr. Allen Herre.
1995-September 1996.

Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute. Barro Colorado Island.

Characterization of plant architecture, light capture and carbon gain in Psychotria species. RA to Drs. Robert W. Pearcy and Joseph Wright. 

January-April 1995

Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute. Parque Metropolitano.
Tree branch architecture and photosynthesis using the canopy crane. RA to Drs. Stephen Mulkey and Kaoru Kitajima. 

1995

Plasticity and acclimation in lianas differing in climbing mode and vertical distribution. B. S. Thesis

Teaching experience

University of Puerto Rico 

Fall 1998 and Spring 1999 - TA in General Biology 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Spring 2002- TA in Introduction to Plant Biology (PB 100).

Fall 2002 – TA in Plant Biology for non biologist (PB 102).

Fall 2003 – TA in Organismal and evolutionary Biology (IB 151). 

Spring 2004 – TA in Introduction to Plant Biology (IB 103).

Summer 2004. Mentor of an UIUC undergrad student doing summer research in Panama 

Fall 2004 – TA in in Plant Biology for non biologist (IB 102). (Teaching a group of transition students)
Publications

· Valladares F., S. J. Wright, E. Lasso, K. Kitajima, and R.W. Pearcy. 2000. Plastic phenotypic response to light of 16 con-generic shrubs species from a Panamanian rainforest. Ecology 81:1925-1936.

· Davidson, J., S. Rehner, M. Santana, E. Lasso, O. Ureña de Chapete, A.Herre. 2000. First report of Phytophtora hevea and Pythium spp. on tropical tree seedling in Panama. Plant Disease 84:706.

· Lasso, E. 2000. Cambios en la comunidad de arrecifes de coral debidos al paso de embarcaciones en la Isla de Mona, Puerto Rico. Acta Científica 14: 89-99.

· Lasso, E. and M. E. Naranjo. 2003. Effect of pollinators and nectar robbers on nectar production and pollen deposition in Hamelia patens (Rubiaceae). Biotropica 35(1): 57-66.
· Lasso, E. and J. D. Ackerman. 2003. Flowering phenology of Werauhia sintenisii, a bromeliad from the dwarf montane forest in Puerto Rico: an indicator of climate change? Selbyana 24 (1): 95-104.

· Lasso, E. and J. D. Ackerman. 2004. The flexible breeding system of Werauhia sintenisii, a cloud montane forest bromeliad from Puerto Rico. Biotropica 36 (3): 414-417.

· R. W. Pearcy, F. Valladares, S. J. Wright and E. Lasso. 2004. A functional analysis of the crown architecture of tropical forest Psychotria species: do species vary in light capture efficiency and consequently in carbon gain and growth? Oecologia 139 (2): 163-177. 

· Giovanetti M. and Lasso E. 2005. Body size, loading capacity and rate of reproduction in the communal bee Andrena agilissima (Hymenoptera; Andrenidae). Apidologie 36: 439-447.
In preparation

· Lasso, E. and J. D. Ackerman. Living in a tough neighborhood: an experimental study of nutrient limitation in al elfin forest bromeliad. 

· Lasso E. and J. Dalling. Breeding system, regeneration mode and habitat association in Piper species from BCI.
· Kikuchi, D.; Lasso, E.; Dalling, J. Study of pollen dispersal on P. dilatatum using UV dye as a pollen analog
Abstracts

· E. Lasso.  2000.  Physiological plasticity and climbing rates in lianas differing in climbing mode and vertical distribution.  In: Communicating & Advancing Ecology: ESA 85th Annual Meeting. Snowbird, Utah. 

· E. Lasso and J. D. Ackerman. 2002. Is reproduction of elfin cloud forest plants nutrient limited? In: Association for Tropical Biology and Conservation Annual Meeting. Panama.
· E. Lasso. 2004. Breeding system, regeneration mode, and habitat affiliation in neotropical Piper species. In: Association for Tropical Biology and Conservation Annual meeting. Miami 12-16 July.

Awards, fellowships and grants
· Dissertation Improvement Grant. NSF. 2005. $ 12,000.00.
· Pre-doc Fellowship. Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute. June 2005-June2006. $22,700.00
· Conference Travel grant. Program in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology - University of Illinois. 2005. $ 250.00

· Francis M. and Harlie M. Clark Research Support Grant. University of Illinois. Summer 2005. $2,500.00.

· Program in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology Summer Research Award. University of Illinois. Summer 2005. $ 750.00

· Deep Gene Research Training Award from the "the Deep Gene Research Coordination Group (NSF grant DEB-0090227)" to be trained in AFLP analysis in Berkeley California. February-May 2005.      $ 3,000.00.
· Program in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology Summer Research Award. University of Illinois. Summer 2004. $ 1,500.00

· Francis M. and Harlie M. Clark Research Support Grant. University of Illinois. Summer 2004. $1,000.00.

· Graduate College Conference Travel Grant. University of Illinois. 2004. $185.00

· Ernst Mayr Fellowship. Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute. May-August 2003. $2,600.00

· Graduate College Dissertation Travel Grant. University of Illinois. 2002. $1,543.00

· Jose Ramón Martínez Graduate Student Award. University of Puerto Rico. 2001. $500.00
· Conference Travel grant, University of Puerto Rico. 2000. $1,400.00

· FIPI Research Grant, University of Puerto Rico. 1999-2001. $14,000. 00
· Post-course OTS fellowship (La Selva Biological Station, Costa Rica). 1997. $650. 00
· Alan Smith Fellowship. Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute. 1995. $1,000. 00
· IFARHU College Fellowship. 1993-1995. $2,625. 00
Language skills

Spanish, English, Italian.

Travel experience 

Panama, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Guatemala, Mexico, USA, Puerto Rico, Rep. Dominicana, Venezuela, Bolivia, Argentina, Italy, Spain, Russia and Ukrania. 
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