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Education

1997
BSc. Biology, major in Environmental Biology. Universidad de Panamá.

2005 MSc. Biological Science, major in Biotechnology. Universidad Católica Santa María La Antigua, Panamá.

Other Courses 

1997 Introduction to Field Biology Research Course. Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute and Universidad de Panamá.

2002 Special Topics in Genetics Workshop. Universidad Autónoma de Chiriquí, Panamá.

2003
NAUI open water diver certification course.

Professional Experience

Oct. 1997- Jan. 1998.  Intern. Project: Tropical plant defenses and Lepidopteran larval bahavior. Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute, Panamá. 

Duties: Field sampling and data collecting. Computer use: Microsoft Office (Word, Excel) for statistical data proccesing.

Feb. 1998 - Present. Research Technician. Molecular Systematics and Evolution Laboratory. Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute, Panamá. 

Duties: Application of molecular biology methods (PCR, electrophoresis, RFLP, DNA sequencing) for evolutionary genetics and species identification of marine and freshwater fish. Computer use: Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, Power Point) and software fot DNA sequence and phylogenetic data analysis (Sequencher, PAUP, MacClade).

Awards and Honors

Elektra Fellowship for Marine Science Research. Corporación Elektra Noreste, S.A. & Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute. Panamá (2002). 

Joint Latin Program Fellowship. Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute. Panamá (1999).

Volunteer behind-the-scene program. Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute. Panamá (1997).

Scientific Training Internship. Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute. Panamá (1997).

Seminars and Congresses

X Science and Technology National Congress. Panamanian Association for Science Advancement, Panamá (2005).
XX Scientific National Congress. University of Panamá (2001).
VI Science and Technology National Congress. Panamanian Association for Science Advancement, Panamá (1999).
2nd National Meeting of Biologists. Panamá Society of Biologists (1998).

1st National Meeting of Biologists. Panamá Society of Biologists (1996).

XV Scientific National Congress. University of Panamá (1996).
VIII International Coral Reef Symposium. Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute and University of Panamá (1996).

Publications

Grajales G., G.G. & Vergara Chen, C.A. 1996. Benthic infauna ecology of Bique Beach, from january to june 1995. B.Sc. Thesis. University of Panamá. 93 p. (In Spanish).

Vergara Chen, C.A. 2002. Genetic identification of marine fish species. Generación Digital (Panamá) Año 2, No. 6: 35-36. (In Spanish).

Grajales G., G.G. & Vergara Chen, C.A. 2004. Diversity and abundance temporal changes of intertidal polychaetes of Bique Beach, Pacific Panamá. Tecnociencia (Panamá). 6(2): 7-21. (In Spanish with English abstract).

Vergara Chen, C.A. 2005. Molecular divergence and phylogenetic relationships among Cynoscion (Pisces: Sciaenidae) species based on mithocondrial DNA sequences. M.Sc. Thesis. Universidad Católica Santa María La Antigua, Panamá. 81 p. (In Spanish).

Vergara Chen, C.A., Aguirre, W. & Bermingham, E. Molecular systematics of weakfish species on the genus Cynoscion (Pisces: Sciaenidae) inferred from mitochondrial sequences data. Manuscript in preparation. (In English).

Vergara Chen, C.A., Bermingham, E. & D’Croz, L. Mitochondrial DNA provides genetic markers for species specific identification of the larvae of weakfishes in the genus Cynoscion (Pisces: Sciaenidae) from the Bay of Panamá. Manuscript in preparation. (In English).

Oral Presentations and Posters

Grajales G., G.G. & Vergara Chen, C.A. 1996.  Studies on benthic fauna of Bique Beach. XV Scientific National Congress. University of Panamá. (In Spanish).
Grajales G., G.G. & Vergara Chen, C.A. 1999.  Some ecological aspects of intertidal polychaetes of Bique Beach, Pacific Panamá. VI Science and Technology National Congress. Panamanian Association for Science Advancement, Panamá. (In Spanish).
Vergara Chen, C.A. 2001. Molecular systematics of weakfish species (genus Cynoscion) from Pacific Panamá. XX Scientific National Congress. University of Panamá. (In Spanish).

Vergara Chen, C.A. 2002. Mitochondrial DNA variation in weakfish species (genus Cynoscion). Special Topics in Genetics Workshop. Universidad Autónoma de Chiriquí, Panamá. (In Spanish).

Vergara Chen, C.A., Bermingham, E. & L. D’Croz. 2005. A molecular method for species identification of weakfish larvae (Pisces: Sciaenidae) from the Bay of Panam. X Science and Technology National Congress. Panamanian Association for Science Advancement, Panamá (Poster). (In Spanish).
Vergara Chen, C.A., Aguirre, W. & E. Bermingham. 2005. Biodiversity and molecular phylogeny of weakfish species of genus Cynoscion (Pisces: Sciaenidae). X Science and Technology National Congress. Panamanian Association for Science Advancement, Panamá. (In Spanish).
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