Fisheries trends and biodiversity of molluscs in Portuguese waters
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Within the Southwestern Atlantic waters, Portugal is one of the countries that provide high fishery landings in terms of molluscs in Europe. Here, we provide a brief review of the fishery landings of molluscs, and its biodiversity, in Portugal. The importance of molluscs represents 6 % of the total landings with a tendency to increase; the landings of molluscs has been increasing by 2,7 %  per annum (data between 1960 and 2002). Within molluscs, cephalopods represent 63 ± 19 % of the landings, with the rest of molluscs (i.e. Gastropoda, bivalvia, schaphopoda, aplacophora, ployplacophora and monoplacophora) representing 37 % of landings on average. In terms of biodiversity, there are at least 27 species of cephalopods (higher diversity in south Portugal due to the influence of both Atlantic and Mediterranean waters), mostly obtained by direct fishing (common octopus Octopus vulgaris, common squid Loligo vulgaris and L. forbesi, and common cuttlefish Sepia officinalis) or as by-catch (e.g. Eledone cirrhosa, E. moschata and Illex coindetii). The rest of molluscs are mostly represented by, at least 730 species, with certain species with commercial interest (e.g. bivalves Callista chione, stripped venus Chamelea gallina, donax clam Donax trunculus, saber clam Ensis siliqua, razor clam Pharus legumen, white clam Spisula solida, clam Venus striatula, the gastropod purple dye murex Bolinus brandaris and banded murex Hexaplex  trunculus). Due to its high potential, a constant management of these valuable resources is fundamental to sustain these fisheries.
