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Major marine survey
in Las Perlas
HWU, Edinburgh, UK—A major survey of
the marine environment around Las Perlas
Archipelago (LPA) in the Pacific side of
Panama was completed this month, as part of
a three-year study to gather information on
the marine biodiversity and ecology of the
area. The project, that includes scientists
from STRI and Heriot-Watt University
(HWU) in Edinburgh, receives funding from
the UK government’s Darwin Initiative
Program. It aims to assist Panama’s
Authority for the Environment (ANAM) in
the possible designation of selected areas for
protected status and train at least three

Panamanian graduates to master of science level at HWU, to work on different aspects of the
project in the future years. The survey was carried out during a 10-day cruise on STRI’s R.V. Urracá
by Héctor Guzmán who serves as Darwin Project coordinator at STRI, biologists Carlos Guevara
and Beatriz Medina, STRI: and scientists James Mair, Sarah Benfield and Jade Berman, HWU. It
included sediment grab sampling at 85 stations around the islands for analysis of  macrobenthic
faunal communities and preliminary work of the coastal coral communities to identify areas for
future study. The project aims to produce educational material on the marine environment of Las
Perlas in the coming years, to circulate among schools and appropriate local
organizations. In the photo (from the left) are Beatriz, Sarah, James (standing),
Carlos, Jade, STRI marine technician Alexis Lam, and Héctor (front row).

HWU, Edinburgo, Reino Unido— Un censo de grandes proporciones del ambiente
marino en los alrededores del Archipiélago de Las Perlas, en el Pacífico de Panamá,
se completó este mes, como parte de un estudio de tres años para recabar
información detallada de la biodiversidad y ecología marina del área. El proyecto,
conducido por científicos de STRI y la Universidad Heriot-Watt (HWU) en Edinburgo, recibe
financiamiento de la Iniciativa Darwin del Reino Unido. Su objetivo es asistir a la ANAM
(Autoridad Nacional del Ambiente de Panamá) a identificar las áreas que deben protegerse, y
entrenar al menos tres panameños al nivel de maestría en la HWU, para trabajar en diferentes
aspectos del proyecto en los próximos años. El estudio se llevó a cabo durante un viaje de 10 días
en el R.V. Urracá de STRI, con el científico marino Héctor Guzmán (coordinador del Proyecto
Darwin en STRI), los biólogos Carlos Guevara y Beatriz Medina, de STRI, y los científicos James
Mair, Sarah Benfield y Jada Berman, HWU. Esta fase del proyecto incluyó obtención de sedimentos
en 85 estaciones alrededor de las islas para análisis de comunidades de fauna macrobéntica, y
estudios preliminares de comunidades de corales costeros para idenficar áreas que deban ser
estudiadas más adelante. Los investigadores esperan producir material educativo sobre el ambiente
marino de Las Perlas en los próximos años, para circular entre escuelas y organizaciones locales
interesadas. En la foto aparecen (desde la izquierda) Beatriz, Sarah, James (de pie), Carlos,  Jade,
Alexis Lam, técnico marino de STRI, y Héctor (en primer plano).

Tupper seminar
Tuesday, September 2, noon
seminar speaker will be
Jessica L. Green, Macquarie
University and University of
Sydney, Australia
Sturt National Park,
Australia as a model
ecosystem: exploring
spatial patterns of
biodiversity from micro-
organisms to macro-
organisms

Bambi seminar
Thursday, September 4,
Bambi seminar speaker will
be Jessica L. Green,
University of California at
Davis
Spatial scaling of species
richness, endemism and
species-abundance:
contrasting two fractal
models

Conservation forum
Tuesday, September 2, the
STRI Conservation Forum
will hold an special meeting at
2pm in Large Meeting Room
at Tupper. George Angehr
will present the book
Directory of important bird
areas in Panama.

Arrivals
Marco Tschapka, University
of Ulm, Germany, Sep 1-6, to
work with Elisabeth Kalko,
on BCI.

Kirk Zigler, postdoctoral
fellow from Duke University,
North Carolina, Sep 1 - Nov
1, to study the transition
between indirect and direct
development: early
development of Clypeasster
rosaceus, at Naos.
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