Canopy Access Systems  (Tour Code = PNM)
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Canopy Crane at Parque Natural Metropolitano

In 1990, STRI pioneered the use of construction cranes to access the forest canopy in Panama’s Parque Natural Metropolitano. A fifteen-minute drive from the Hotel El Panama, the PNM crane provides a spectacular view of the forest canopy, the Panama City skyline and the Canal.

For more than ten years, the canopy crane has facilitated studies of arthropod diversity, pollination biology, trophic interactions, physiology of canopy trees and lianas.  Plant phenology, gas exchange, water transport and light limitation data for understory, sub-canopy and canopy level plants are easily measured as the gondola lifts and lowers researchers.

The crane stands at the center of a one-hectare plot of secondary forest where all trees above 10cm DBH have been mapped, measured and identified.  Canopy trees reach 30-35 m.  Anacardium excelsum is the most abundant canopy tree species.  Others include Luehea seemanii, Cordia alliodora, Ficus insipida and Castillea elastica. Thirty-six species of trees belonging to 20 families are reported from the plot.  The forest edge site was selected to minimize the costs of crane installation.

Parque Metropolitano protects 265 ha of semideciduous Pacific dry forest in Panama City and is contiguous with Camino de Cruces National Park, which links it to Soberania National Park.  Annual rainfall averages 1740 mm with a distinct dry season from December through April, when rainfall is usually less than 100mm per month. 

· Hotel El Panama -crane, 15 min.  One hour on crane.  Crane-Hotel El Panama, 15 min.
· Five people per group

· Cost: $25 per person

	Tour
	Day
	Date
	Departure time*

	PNM 1
	friday
	May 4
	7 am

	PNM 2
	friday
	May 4
	9 am

	PNM 3
	friday
	May 4
	11 am

	PNM 4
	saturday
	May 5
	7 am

	PNM 5
	saturday
	May 5
	9 am

	PNM 6
	saturday
	May 5
	11 am

	PNM 7
	sunday
	May 6
	7 am

	PNM 8
	sunday
	May 6
	9 am

	PNM 9
	sunday
	May 6
	11 am


Transportation and guides will be provided on all trips.
*All Crane tours will depart from the Hotel Panama.







